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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF A RIGHT START 

Like all other educational institutions, colleges, high schools, etc., 
the majority of training schools for nurses have chosen spring as the 
season in which to hold their graduating exercises, and during the next 
two months thousands of young nurses will be busy making plans for 
entering some one of the many avenues of nursing work. We say, without 
hesitation, that the success of a nurse's career is largely determined 
by the decisions she makes at this time, and the associates she chooses 
during the first year after she enters upon her independent career. 

In these days of commercial boarding-houses and registries, when 
hosts of people are trying to get control of the inexperienced women, 
the young graduate needs to be doubly cautious that she does not make 
a misstep. Many will be fortunate in having friends among older grad- 
uates who will make a place for them in their circle, or they will natur- 
ally join the alumnae association of their school and through that a 
registry of well-established reputation, but those who are without such 
friends on the outside, or who are going some distance from the hospital 
where they have been trained, are those to whom we are offering these 
words of advice. 

There is no question but that a nurse gets established more quickly 
if she stays in the community where she was trained and where she is 
known to the physicians of the hospital. If her career as a pupil has 
been what it should be, she will readily obtain cases through the local 
registry, but in going to another section of the country, among strangers, 
she needs to be strongly fortified with letters of introduction from her 
superintendent and the certificate of registration from the state where 
she took her training. It is a grave mistake to allow anything to interfere 
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with her taking the state examination on the first possible occasion, even if 
she is obliged to leave a desirable case in order to do so. We think it is 
very unfair for hospitals to refuse to grant time for these examinations 
to nurses who are remaining in executive positions. Most hospitals are 
obliged to provide a substitute for a house officer when he takes his state 
examination, and he allows nothing to interfere with his doing so, but it 
is just as important for the future welfare of the nurse that she should 
take hers before she has gotten out of study habits. 

Whether leaving the hospital immediately or not, she should on 
graduation become affiliated with such organizations in her community 
as are working for higher standards and ideals: first comes the alumnte 
association, which is like retaining her place in the family circle, then 
the county or local association, which will bring her in touch with nurses 
of other schools, then through individual or organization membership 
comes the state association, and through that the national — membership 
in these means not only the protection and educational advantages which 
such affiliations give her, but they mean that she is lending the strength 
of her young enthusiasm to the great organized forces that are now at 
work in every part of the world for the betterment of nursing affairs. 
She is not to make the mistake of thinking that the motive of organized 
nursing effort is the regulation of rates of payment for the workers. The 
motive is better service to the public, to the poor and the well-to-do, that 
all hospitals shall give to their pupils fair education in return for their 
services, that through such means the sick in homes and institutions 
may be more efficiently cared for. It is through nursing organizations 
that nurses may keep in touch with advanced methods and it is through 
organizations that club-houses and registries are being established and 
maintained and that provisions for sickness are made. The strongest 
bond for holding people together is the fellowship of work. 

Every superintendent should feel it an obligation to know what plans 
her graduates are making and whether they are starting out in the right 
way. 

PROGRESS IN STATE REGISTRATION 

We have said before that real progress in nursing promised to come 
out of the middle west, rather than from the more conservative nursing 
centres of the east, and we have evidence of this in the kind of bills 
that have been passed in Montana, Arkansas, and Kansas, and in the 
ease with which they were obtained in comparison with recent struggles 
for legislation in the East. 

The Montana bill is especially well drawn and is to be compulsory 
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after 1917. The board is composed entirely of nurses, although it is 
unconstitutional in Montana for women to serve as public officers, but 
by a clever ruling of the attorney-general it was found that by having 
the governor issue the certificates, upon the recommendation of the board 
of examiners, who could then be nurses, this obstacle could be overcome. 
While there was some opposition, there was very cordial support from the 
medical profession after a conference had been held between the medical 
society and a committee of nurses. 

In Arkansas, though there are two physicians on the board, they have 
to be chosen from nominations made by the state nurses' association. 
This law is compulsory. 

Kansas has a board composed of four nurses and one physician, who 
must be the secretary of the state board of medical examiners. This bill 
protects the words trained nurse or registered nurse. The text of these 
three bills is found in the official department. 

An amendment was introduced in New Jersey which threatened to 
destroy much of the value of the law. It was killed in the public health 
committee. 

A bill for registration has been introduced into the legislature of 
Florida. 

Michigan is endeavoring to pass an amendment which will provide 
for an inspector of training schools. 

An attempt to amend the Massachusetts bill to require graduation 
from a training school as a qualification for registration, and to provide 
for an inspector, was unsuccessful, though supported by leading members 
of the medical and nursing professions, and by citizens of influence. 

At the two extremes of the country, New York and California, there 
are going on, as we close our pages, somewhat similar contests. The 
opposition to the new bill introduced into the legislature of California 
has brought out the most virulent opposition from many sources — social- 
ists, Christian Science advocates, members of the League for Medical 
Freedom, and representatives of commercial interests. The amendment 
to the New York law, on which we commented last month, has at this 
writing reached its third reading in the Senate, but the antagonism it 
has aroused is so great, that it is impossible to judge of the outcome. 

CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE IN THE AMERICAN NURSES' ASSOCIATION 

In all the affiliated organizations of the country there are many 
members who are not personally acquainted with the women of other 
localities and to whom the names of nurses from other sections mean 
little. It has been suggested that we tell something of the women who 
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are on the national ticket, that delegates may better judge of their qualifi- 
cations for office. We want to remind the delegates that the present form 
of securing nominations and of voting by ballot was adopted for the 
express purpose of obtaining an unbiased choice of the nurses of the 
country, that the rule of the majority might prevail, regardless of school 
or section. The candidates given on the official ticket this year are as 
follows : 

For president: Genevieve Cooke, California. Graduate of the 
Woman's Hospital, San Francisco; has done private duty nursing and 
has, for a number of years, had a private gymnasium for orthopaedic 
patients; has been editor of the Pacific Coast Nursing Journal during 
most of its existence; was for several years first vice-president of the 
American Nurses' Association; has been a director of the American 
Journal of Nursing Company; has been a pioneer in legislative and 
organization work of the Pacific Coast. 

Helen Seott Hay, California. Graduate of the Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston, 111., and of the Illinois Training School for Nurses, 
Chicago; has done private duty nursing and has been superintendent of 
nurses at the Pasadena Hospital, Pasadena, and of the Illinois Training 
School, Chicago; has been a member of the board of examiners of 
Illinois; has been chairman of the Isabel Hampton Eobb Educational 
Fund; is at present making a trip around the world, but will return 
before the June meetings. 

For first vice-president: Adda Eldredge, Illinois. Graduate of St. 
Luke's Hospital, Chicago ; has done private nursing and is now instructor 
at St. Luke's ; was field secretary for the Illinois State Association during 
its legislative period and has been its president; 

Emma Nichols, Massachusetts. Graduate of the training school of the 
Boston City Hospital and is now its superintendent; has served several 
terms as vice-president of the national association ; has been secretary of 
the Massachusetts State Association ; is a member of the National Com- 
mittee on Eed Cross Nursing Service. 

For second vice-president : Margaret Whitaker, Pennsylvania. Grad- 
uate of the Hahnemann Hospital, Philadelphia; has been president and 
director of her alumnae association ; has been president and director of the 
Pennsylvania State Association; has been second vice-president of the 
American Nurses' Association. 

Clara E. Query, Maryland. Graduate of the University of Maryland 
Hospital, Baltimore; registrar of the central directory of Baltimore. 

For Secretary: Nominations will be made from the floor. The per- 
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son chosen should not only be able to give one-half her time to the 
work, but should have had experience in office procedure, also. 

For treasurer : Mrs. C. V. Twiss, New York. Graduate of the New 
York Hospital, New York; was for many years superintendent of the 
Sloane Maternity Hospital in that city; is president of the New York 
State Nurses' Association ; has been treasurer of the national association 
for several years ; 

Mrs. Eeba Thelin-Foster, Maryland. Graduate of the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital; has done public health nursing; has been treasurer of her 
alumnae association ; was president of the Maryland State Association. 

For directors: Jane A. Delano, District of Columbia. Graduate of 
Bellevue Hospital ; chairman of the Eed Cross Nursing Service Commit- 
tee ; has been head of the Army Nurse Corps, president of the American 
Journal of Nursing Company; president of the national association; 
has been a private nurse and a training school superintendent; 

Mary M. Eiddle, Massachusetts. Graduate of the Boston City Hos- 
pital ; superintendent of Newton Hospital ; president of the Massachusetts 
Board of Nurse Examiners; has been president of the Superintendents' 
Society and of the American Nurses' Association; has been president of 
the Massachusetts State Association ; has been for years treasurer of the 
American Journal of Nursing Company; is treasurer of the Isabel 
Hampton Eobb Educational Fund. 

Anna C. Maxwell, New York. Graduate of the Boston City Hospital ; 
has been for many years superintendent of nurses at the Presbyterian 
Hospital, New York; is part author of "Practical Nursing;" has been 
active in state and national organizations ; 

Lydia A. Giberson, Pennsylvania. Graduate of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, Philadelphia; in charge of the Oncologic Hospital; chairman of 
the Nurses' Eelief Fund ; active in state and national work ; 

Mary B. Eyre, Colorado. Secretary of the Colorado Board of Nurse 
Examiners; has been active in state work; 

Charlotte Forrester, Missouri. Graduate of St. Luke's Hospital, 
St. Louis; state inspector under the board of examiners and the state 
charities organization; has been active in state work; 

Edna L. Foley, Illinois. Graduate of Smith College and of Hartford 
Hospital, Hartford, Conn.; head of the Visiting Nurse Association, 
Chicago; has been head of the staff of tuberculosis nurses, Chicago; active 
in state work; 

Ida F. Giles, Pennsylvania. Graduate of a Pittsburgh school; presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania State Association ; member of the Pennsylvania 
Board of Nurse Examiners; has been president of the Superintendents' 
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Society; is instructor in nursing in the German Hospital, Philadelphia; 
has been active in state and national work ; 

Annie Damer, New York. Graduate of Bellevue Hospital; head of 
rural nursing in Westchester County, N. Y.; has been president of the 
national and state associations and of the American Journal of 
Nursing Company ; has been president of the New York Board of Nurse 
Examiners ; 

Mary C. Wheeler, Illinois. Graduate of the Illinois Training School 
for Nurses; secretary and training-school inspector of the Illinois State 
Board of Nurse Examiners; has been president of the Illinois State 
Association ; is president of the National League for Nursing Education ; 

Ella Phillips Crandall, New York. Graduate of the Philadelphia 
Hospital; secretary of the National Organization for Public Health 
Nursing; has been president of the Ohio State Association and instructor 
in the Department of Nursing and Health, Teachers College, New York ; 

Mae D. Currie, Indiana. Graduate of the Indianapolis Hospital 
Training School; registrar of the Marion County Central Directory; 
president of the Indiana State Board of Nurse Examiners; has been 
secretary of the Indiana State Association ; active in state work. 

From the names presented on the ticket it will be seen that it is 
possible to select a group of officers who will be representative of the 
associations in almost every part of the country and of various nursing 
interests. 



TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION 

The Missouri State Board for the Examination and Eegistra- 
tion of Nurses. — Applicants for State Eegistration, according to the 
laws of the state of Missouri, are hereby notified that the first State 
Board Examination will be held as follows : St. Louis, Mo., June 5 and 6, 
1913; Kansas City, Mo., June 5 and 6, 1913. The place where these 
examinations will be held will be advertised in the St. Louis Globe Demo- 
crat, of June 2, and the Kansas City Star of June 2. 

Fanny E. S. Smith, E.N., 
Secretary. 



